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Toyota apologises for problems at Japan GP

"We will try to solve the problems”

A few teething troubles at Fuji Speedway

Toyota apologised Thursday for operational blunders at the Japanese Grand Prix held at its Fuji Speedway track at the weekend,
where the event went ahead for the first time in 30 years.

A total of 7,000 spectators, who each paid 61,000 yen (525 dollars) for a reserved seat, could not clearly see the circuit because
views from their section were obstructed. They were to be repaid with most of the fees.

A road leading to the venue collapsed in rain and temporarily stopped traffic for park-and-ride shuttle buses for spectators.

"We sincerely apologise for causing trouble to all of you," Toyota Vice President Akio Toyoda told reporters at a show featuring a
new Toyota model. "We will try to solve the problems and make next year’s race satisfactory," he said.

Toyota-owned Fuji Speedway has replaced Suzuka, Honda’s home track, as the venue for the Japanese Grand Prix until 2008,
after which the race will alternate between the two circuits.

Fuji Speedway, in the foothills of Mount Fuiji, previously hosted the Grand Prix in 1976 and 1977. Suzuka then staged the race for
20 straight years until last year.
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Trulli hopes for more after Toyota downfall

Veteran remaining upbeat about 2008 chances

A dismal season again for Toyota and Trulli

Jarno Trulli says Toyota have promised him a much better car for 2008. The Italian will definitely have a new team-mate next year,
following the announcement of Ralf Schumacher’s departure after the Brazilian Grand Prix later this month.

Trulli, near the end of his third season with the Japanese team, urges his bosses to push for Fernando Alonso, his former
team-mate at Renault.

"To have such a champion would give Toyota an idea of where they are and would sweep away many doubts," said the
33-year-old, who alongside Alonso in 2004 secured Renault’s only win that season.

"The Japanese bosses maintain we'll have a car two seconds faster. It only that was true | would even give up half of my retainer,"
he added.

Trulli said he knew immediately when he first tested the current TF107 that it would be a difficult year.
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"Instead Ralf said it had great potential," he scoffed.

"When | came here in 2005, | got on the podium three times in the first five races. | was fooled, because then came the downfall in
2006 and 2007."
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Location: Fuji, Japan

Date: 30 September

Length: 2.84 miles

Rating (out of 10): 7

Weather forecast

Country profile: Japan

Fuji returns to the Formula One calendar for the first time in 20 years as a replacement for Suzuka thanks to heavy lobbying from
owner Toyota.

There are a couple of good, challenging corners, particularly 100R, and a mile-long straight to aid overtaking.
And on clear days there are fabulous views to the dormant volcano of Mount Fuiji, the national symbol of Japan.
But as an overall challenge for drivers, Fuji lags a long way behind its marvellous predecessor.
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Motor racing-Japan GP host to refund $3 million for poor seats

Mon Oct 1, 2007 11:22am BST

Email This Article |Print This Article | RSS

[-] Text [+]

TOKYO, Oct 1 (Reuters) - Fuji Speedway will refund a total of 350 million yen ($3 million) to spectators whose seats offered poor
views of Sunday’s Japanese Grand Prix, according to Japanese media.

Organisers were inundated with complaints after thousands of spectators struggled to see the track due to the positioning of their
seats.

"These temporary seats were set up right before the race and we were unable to thoroughly check the conditions," Mainichi
Newspaper quoted the president of Fuji Speedway as saying.

Sunday'’s race was the first time in 30 years the Fuji Speedway had hosted a Formula 1 grand prix. ($1=115.02 Yen)
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